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Do  you  know,  dear  reader,  that  you  are  ready  to  perish  ? 
Have  you  ever  considered  that  the  poison  of  sin  is  in  your 
soul  ? Hear  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  : — 

“ And  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness, 
even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up ; that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.” 

These  words  are  full  of  grace  and  truth.  And  the  history 
of  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness  serves  to  show  their  full 
meaning  ; and  also  your  absolute  need  of  Christ,  and  of  the 
gift  of  eternal  life  in  him. 

The  Israelites  had  been  brought  out  of  Egypt  and  through 
the  Red  Sea.  In  the  desert  of  Arabia  God  fed  them  with 
manna,  which,  by  daily  miracle,  fell  around  their  tents.  They 
soon  despised  this  daily  mercy ; and  to  show  his  just  dis- 
pleasure, the  Lord  sent  fiery  serpents  among  them,  and  many 
were  bitten  and  died.  At  the  request  of  the  survivors  Moses 
prayed,  and  God  answered  him  in  wisdom  and  in  grace  : — 
“ And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Make  thee  a fiery  ser- 
pent and  set  it  upon  a pole  : and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  every  one  that  is  bitten,  when  he  looketh  upon  it  shall 
live.  And  Moses  made  a serpent  of  brass,  and  put  it  upon 
a pole  : and  it  came  to  pass,  that  if  a serpent  had  bitten  any 
man,  when  he  beheld  the  serpent  of  brass  he  lived.” 

This  record  is  both  simple  and  beautiful.  The  method  of 
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healing  and  of  life  is  truly  “ unlike  the  complex  works  of 
man;”  and  to  this  method  the  Lord  Jesus  refers  in  the 
words  you  have  just  read. 

Look  into  the  camp  : — sin,  serpents  and  death  are  there. 
But  Moses  has  “ lifted  up  the  serpent.”  He  has  set  it  on 
high  and  alone,  and  from  every  part  of  the  camp  it  can  he 
seen.  It  is  known  to  he  the  symbol  of  God’s  power  over 
poison  and  death,  and  of  his  mercy  towards  those  who  de' 
serve  to  die.  And  every  bitten  Israelite  who  looks  upon 
that  sign  of  grace,  is  instantly  made  whole.  lie  lives : and 
the  joys  of  rescued  life  are  his,  by  the  grace  of  God  through 
one  look  alone  ; for  God  had  said,  that  whosoever  looked 
should  live.  And  this  method  of  mercy  was  designed  to 
show  the  way  of  divine  wisdom  in  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  and  through  faith  alone  in  Jesus  Christ 
his  Son. 

” That  old  serpent,  the  devil  and  Satan,”  brought  sin  and 
death  into  the  world,  through  the  first  man.  “ The  sting  of 
death  is  sin  ; ” and  this  deadly  sting  is  in  your  soul.  Under 
the  fairest  outward  forms  of  human  character,  the  poison  of 
the  “ old  serpent  ” is  in  every  human  soul ; for  sin,  as  a mor- 
tal disease,  is  there.  This  is  a stern  and  terrible  truth.  But 
the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  came  into  this  world  of  sin 
and  death  to  save  the  lost,  and  give  eternal  life  through  his 
redeeming  blood 

lie  is  essential  God,  — even  as  the  Father  is  God,  — and 
he  became  man  ; and,  on  the  cross  of  Calvary,  he  was  “ lifted 
up ; ” and  there  he  triumphed  over  Satan,  sin,  and  death. 
This  fact  and  its  necessity,  were  symbolized  by  the  ser- 
pent of  brass;  and  true  believing  in  Jesus  is  as  simple 
and  direct  as  was  the  looking  of  an  Israelite  when  he  looked 
and  lived. 

In  the  camp  of  Israel  there  was  no  antidote  to  the  poison 
of  the  fiery  serpents,  excepting  that  which  God  appointed. 
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Neither  is  there  any  antidote  to  the  poison  of  Satan,  — the 
sin  that  works  in  you,  and  death  by  sin,  — excepting  that 
which  grace  has  provided,  and  truth  has  made  known.  There 
is  no  antidote  to  sin  and  death  but  Jesus  ; as  it  is  written  : — 
“ Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other ; for  there  is  none 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved.”  Yes:  you  must  be  saved  by  him  alone, 
or  you  must  perish  in  your  sin. 

He  alone  can  conquer  Satan,  put  away  sin,  and  abolish 
death ; and,  therefore,  he  alone  can  save  your  soul,  and  give 
you  life,  — that  life  that  cannot  cease. 

Moses,  the  true  servant  of  the  Lord,  lifted  up  the  serpent 
alone , — and  not  one  thing  beside  : and,  as  a faithful  messen- 
ger, he  told  the  people,  that  they  should  look,  — yea,  only 
look  — and  live.  But  suppose  that  some  who  were  bitten  had 
not  believed  the  word  of  God  ; — they  would  then  have  set 
their  own  opinions  against  his  words  of  grace.  They  would 
have  argued  that  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  their  lives 
could  be  saved  through  looking  upon  the  serpent  which  Moses 
bad  lifted  up  ; and  would  have  reasoned  in  some  such  way  as 
this  : — “ We  must  do  all  we  can  towards  saving  our  own 
lives  ; for  God  helps  those  who  help  themselves.  We  must 
pray  to  God  to  heal  us ; for  it  would  be  presumptuous  to 
believe  that  we  should  be  saved  through  a mere  look.  We 
must  at  least  walk  up  to  the  pole  and  touch  the  serpent  of 
brass,  and  so  do  something  as  a reason  why  we  should  be 
healed.  We  must  of  course  go  and  kneel  beside  the  pole, 
and  get  some  who  have  been  already  healed  to  pray  over  us ; 
and  then  we  may  hope  that  our  lives  will  be  saved.” 

Such  reasonings  would  have  seemed  plausible,  and  pious 
too,  in  the  view  of  those  who  believed  not  God ; but  Moses, 
the  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  would  instantly  have  con- 
demned such  disguised  infidelity  and  presumptuous  sin.  And 
no  Israelite  who  believed  in  God,  and  had  therefore  looked  and 
lived,  could  have  had  the  least  sympathy  with  such  carnal 
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reasonings  against  the  wisdom  and  grace  and  power  and  truth 
of  the  Lord.  And  all  who  entertained  such  unbelief  must 
speedily  have  died  without  mercy,  as  despisers  of  the  good- 
ness of  God. 

We  are  not  told  that  any  of  the  Israelites  reasoned  in  this 
evil  way  ; but  there  are  many  persons  now  who  reason  in  a 
similar  way  against  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  ; and  it 
is  a sorrowful  fact,  that  such  reasonings  are  often  substituted 
for  a simple  reception  of  the  record  which  God  has  given  of 
his  Son. 

In  “ the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God,”  the  Lord 
Jesus  alone  is  lifted  up:  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.  In  the  testimony 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Christ  alone  is  exalted,  — not  one  object 
besides  Jesus  is  presented  to  view  : and  true  believing  in  him 
is  as  simple  and  direct  as  was  the  looking  upon  the  serpent 
which  Moses  lifted  up.  “ Beware,  therefore,  lest  that  come 
upon  you  which  is  spoken  in  the  prophets  : Behold,  ye  de- 
spisers, and  wonder,  and  perish.” 

Oh,  if  you  would  not  perish  in  your  sin,  look,  by  faith, 
to  Jesus  only  ; and,  by  his  grace  and  death  and  resurrec- 
tion, you  “ shall  never  die.” 

O bow  unlike  the  complex  works  of  man, 

Heaven’s  easy,  artless,  unencumbered  plan  ! 

No  meretricious  graces  to  beguile, 

No  clustering  ornaments  to  clog  the  pile  ; 

From  ostentation  as  from  weakness  free, 

It  stands  like  the  cerulean  arch  we  see, 

Majestic  in  its  own  simplicity. 

Inscribed  above  the  portal,  from  afar 
Conspicuous  as  the  brightness  of  a star, 

Legible  only  by  the  light  they  give, 

Stand  the  soul-quickening  words  — Believe  and  live. 

COWPER. 
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